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Grade/Course Grade Eleven / English III 
Unit of Study Unit One: Reading Literature / Writing Narratives 
Pacing  5 - 7 Weeks 
 
 

 
Unit 

Overview 
 
 

 
In Unit One, students will focus on reading literature and composing 

narratives.  By the completion of the unit, students will have a better 
understanding of how to identify and analyze how multiple themes in a 

text interact, and how to identify the meaning of words and phrases 
within the text. Students will also explore how the author’s choice of 
language impacts the meaning of a text. 

 
Additionally, students will be able to create an engaging narrative using 

logical pacing and sequencing to build a particular tone and outcome. 
The unit will culminate in a final performance task, which asks students 
to create a fictional narrative by applying the skills taught over the 

course of the unit. This narrative piece satisfies a core requirement of 
the district student-writing portfolio. (W.CCR.3) 

 

 

UNIT ONE STANDARDS 

PRIORITY STANDARDS 

 
Reading Literature 
 

RL.11.1  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence and make relevant  
                      connections to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 

                      well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where  
                      the text leaves matters uncertain. 
RL.11.2  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze  

  their development over the course of the text, including how they  
  interact and build on one another to produce a complex account, and  

           provide an objective summary of the text. 
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RL.11.3  Analyze the impact of an author’s choices regarding how to develop  
  and relate elements of a story or drama (e.g., where a story is set,  
  how the action is ordered, how the characters are introduced and  

  developed). 
RL.11.4  Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 

 text, including figurative and connotative meanings. Analyze the 
impact of  specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, 

engaging, or beautiful. (e.g. Shakespeare as well as other authors.) 
 

Writing 
 
W.11.3  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events  

  using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured  
  event sequences. 

W.11.3a  Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or  
  observation and its significance, establishing one or multiple point(s) 
  of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; when writing  

  narratives, create a smooth progression of experiences or events. 
W.11.3b        Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description,  

                     reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop experiences, events,  
                     and/or characters. 
W.11.3e  Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is   

  experienced, observed, or resolved over the course of the narrative. 
W.11.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,   

  organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and   
  audience. 

 

 
 

SUPPORTING STANDARDS 
 
Reading Informational Text 

 
RI.11.1         Accurately cite strong and thorough textual evidence (e.g. via discussion,  

                    written response, etc.) to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
                    well as inferentially, including determining where the text leaves matters 
                    uncertain. 

RI.11.2        Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their  
                    development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide 

                    an objective summary of the text. 
RI.11.7        Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in different 

                   media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order to 
                   address a question or solve a problem. 
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Reading Literature 
 
RL.11.5  Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure specific  

  parts of a text contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its  
  aesthetic impact. 

RL.11.6         Analyze a case in which grasping point of view requires distinguishing  
                     what is directly stated in a text from what is really meant (e.g., satire,  
                     sarcasm, irony, or understatement). 

 
Writing 

 
W.11.1          Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or  
                     texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

                     a. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance  
                      of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing  

                      claim(s), and create an organization that logically sequences 
                      claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
                      b. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims avoiding common logical fallacies 

                      and using sound reason thoroughly supplying the most relevant evidence 
                     for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner 

                     that anticipates the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and 

                     possible biases. 
W.11.4          Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,  
                     organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

                     (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 
                     above.) 
W.11.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing,  

  rewriting, or trying a new approach, or consulting a style manual (such as  
                     MLA or APA Style), focusing on addressing what is most significant for a  

                     specific purpose and audience. 
W.11.6  Use technology, including the internet, to produce, share, and update  
  writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 

                     arguments or information. 
W.11.9          Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

                      analysis, reflection, and research. 
                      a. Apply grades 11-12 Reading standards to literature. 
W.11.10  Write routinely over extended time frame (time for research,    

                      reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
                      day or two) for a range of tasks, purpose, and audiences. 

 
Speaking and Listening 
 

SL.11.1   Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-  
               on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with peers on grade 11 topics,  

               texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
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               and persuasively. 
a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that  

preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the 
topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful,  

well- reasoned exchange of ideas. 
b.  Collaborate with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 
decision making, set clear goals and assessments (e.g. student-developed 

rubrics), and establish individual roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 

reasoning and evidence; ensure a  
hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions; and  

promote divergent and creative perspectives. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 

claims, and evidence made on all sides  
of an issue; resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 
additional information or research is required to deepen the investigation 

or complete the task. 
SL.11.6        Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a command 

                    of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 
 
 

Language 
 

L.11.1         Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and 
                   usage when writing or speaking. 
                      a. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can 

                     change over time, and is sometimes contested. 
L.11.2         Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English  

                   capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. 
a. Observe hyphenation conventions. 
b. Spell correctly 

L.11.3        Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in 
                 different contexts, to make effective choices  

                 for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening. 
a. Vary syntax for effect,; apply an understanding of syntax to the study of 

complex texts. 

L.11.4       Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words 
                and phrases based on grade 11 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a 

                range of strategies. 
a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; 
a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate 
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different meanings or parts of speech (e.g., conceive, conception, 
conceivable). 
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), both print and  
digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise 

meaning, its part of speech, its etymology, or its standard usage. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase 
(e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary) 

L.11.6       Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and 
                phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college 

                and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering    
               vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to 
               comprehension or expression. 

 

 

“UNWRAPPED” Power Standards  

 

 

Reading Literature 
 

RL.11.2  DETERMINE two or more themes or central ideas of a text and ANALYZE 
  their development over the course of the text including how they interact 
            and build on one another to produce a complex account, and PROVIDE an 

  objective summary of the text. 
 

RL.11.3  ANALYZE the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop  
            and relate elements of a story or drama. 
 

RL.11.4          DETERMINE the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the 
                       text,  including figurative and connotative meanings; ANALYZE the impact 

                       of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including words with    
                       multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or  
                       beautiful.  

Writing 
 

W.11.3  WRITE narratives to DEVELOP real or imagined experiences or events  
  USING effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event  
  sequences.  
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“Unwrapped” Skills 
(students need to be able to do) 

“Unwrapped” Concepts 
(students need to know) 

DOK 
Levels 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.11.2 

DETERMINE 

 
 
 

ANALYZE 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 two or more themes or 

central ideas 
 

 

 their development over 
the course of the text. 

 how they interact and 
build on one another to 

produce a complex 
account.  

 

 an objective summary of 
the text 

2 

 
 
 

3 
 

 
 
 

 
 

2 
 

Students Can: 

 Analyze the development of multiple themes throughout the text, including 

evidence from the text as support. 

 Synthesize the analysis of the major ideas in two or more texts in order to 

compare the complexity and depth of each text. 

 Summarize the text using the central themes as well as supporting details. 

 Use a range of textual evidence to support summaries and interpretations of 
texts (e.g., purpose, plot/subplot, central idea, theme). 

 Analyze and compare two or more works by the same author, from the same 
period, from different cultures, presented in different forms, with similar themes 
using given criteria. 

 
POWER STANDARD: RL.11.3 

ANALYZE  The impact of the author’s 

choices  
o to develop and 

relate elements of a 
story or drama. 

3 

 
 

Students Can: 

 Analyze an author's choices regarding the development of literary elements in a 

story or drama (setting, plot, characterization). 

 Analyze the impact of author's choices regarding the development of literary 
elements on the story or drama itself and/or the reader. 
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POWER STANDARD: RL.11.4 

DETERMINE 

 
 

 
ANALYZE 

 

 
 

 

 Meanings of words and 

phrases as used in the text 
 

 The impact of specific 
word choices on meaning 
and tone 

 Including words with 
multiple meaning and 

language that is fresh or 
engaging 

2 

 
 

 
3 
 

 
 

 
 

Students Can: 

 Analyze text for word choice and analyze how the use of language advances the 

plot or affects the tone or pacing of the work. 

 Determine how word choice affects meaning and advances the plot. 

  Analyze how specific word choice creates fresh, engaging, and aesthetically 
pleasing text. 

 Analyze how words with multiple meanings create aesthetically pleasing text. 

 Examine the specific patterns of diction in the text and determine its specific impact 
and overall meaning. 

 

 
POWER STANDARD: W.11.3 

WRITE 

 
 

DEVELOP 
 
    

USE 
 

 
 

 Narratives  

 
 

 Real or imagined 
experiences or events  

 

 effective technique 

 well-chosen details 

 well-structured event 
sequences. 

 

 

 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Students Can: 

 Formulate a real or imagined experience 

 Engage and orient the reader by clearly setting out a situation and its 

significance. 

 Develop experiences, events, and/or characters by using effective narrative 

techniques. 
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 Incorporate well-chosen details into an original narrative.  

 Structure narratives with appropriate sequencing so they build toward a particular 

tone and outcome. 

 Manipulate time within a narrative as a means of developing complex event 
sequences. 

 

 

 Unit Vocabulary Terms 

“Unwrapped” Power Standards 
Concepts 

Supporting Standards Concepts and 
Other Unit-Specific Terms  

o Theme 

o Central idea 
o Summary 

o Author’s choices 
o Personal experiences 
o Effective technique 

o Well-chosen details 
o Event structures 

 

o Points of view 

o Reflection 
o Audience 

o Task 
o Purpose 
o Development 

o Organization 
o  Style 

 

 

Essential Questions  Corresponding Big Ideas 

1.  How can I determine the central 

ideas or themes of a text? 
 
 

 
2.  How does an author’s choice of 

story elements affect 
comprehension? 
 

 
3.  How can I develop an effective 

narrative?  
 

 

 
4. How can I determine the 

meanings of words and phrases 
within the text? 

1.  You can determine the central ideas or 

themes of a text by summarizing content, 
examining specific details, and analyzing 
the events of the narrative. 

 
2.  Analyzing an author’s choice of story 

elements provides a deeper understanding 
of the text as a whole and the author’s 
purpose. 

 
3.  You can write a coherent, organized 

narrative by using effective techniques and 
well-chosen details that unfold in a logical 
order. 

 
4. You can determine the meaning of 

words and phrases in the text by analyzing 
how words affect mood, tone, and action 
within the text. 
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District Assessments 
 

 

 
Unit 1 Pre-Assessment 

 

 

 
ELA Grade 11 Common Assessment 

 
(See district assessment calendar) 

 

 
 

Essential Questions Post-Assessment 

 

 

 

 

Engaging Scenario 

 

Reality TV needs a make-over! Some producers in Manhattan want to put a twist on 
this mainstream form of entertainment and they need your help.  Instead of the Jersey 
Drama Queen or Dumb Jock, they want to place your favorite literary characters in 

reality-like settings (Think Juliet in “The Real Housewives of Shakespeare”).  Your task: 
create a narrative based upon one of your favorite literary characters in order to entice 

producers to build their new show around that character. 
 

 

Performance Task Synopses 

 

 
Task 1:  Summarize a narrative text. 

 

Task 2:  Character Chart. 

 

Task 3:  Write three journal entries. 
 

 
Task 4:  Write a narrative to show the character of your choice. 
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Performance Task # 1 Scoring Guide 

4  
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meet  all “Proficient” 

criteria, plus: 
 

 Connects characters, 
conflict and themes in 

analysis. 
 

 

 Identifies 

relationships for 
all the main 

characters 

 Identifies the 

main conflict 
and provides 
three supporting 

text excerpts. 

 Determines two  

themes and 
provides three 
supporting text 

excerpts for 
each theme 

 Provides an 
objective 

 Meets four 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than four 
“Proficient” 

criteria. 

 Task to be 

repeated after 
re-teaching. 

 Comments:  

Performance Task # 1 
In Detail 

Power Standard(s):  RL.11.2 
 

Additional Standard(s): RL.11.1, RL.11.5, W.11.4, W.11.9a, L.11.1, L.11.2 

 
 

Task 1 Detailed: Summarize model text(s). 
 
Choose one short story from the titles provided by your teacher and read or reread.  Fill 

out the narrative text sheet, which includes a summary, analysis of characters, and listing 

of conflict and theme for the story. (A list of texts will be given to students by teacher.) 

 Complete a narrative text sheet including: 

o Who are the main characters? How are they related to each other? 
o What is the main conflict of the text? Support with three text excerpts. 
o What are two themes found in the text? Support each theme with three text 

excerpts. 
o Summarize the text making sure you highlight all main plot points. 
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summary that 

includes all 
main plot points. 

 

 Demonstrates 
command of 

standard 
English 

grammar, 
usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, 
and spelling 

 

Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #1 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #1 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  

 
 Teamwork and Collaboration 
X Initiative and Leadership 

❑ Curiosity and Imagination 

❑ Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 2 
In Detail 

Power Standard(s): RL.11.3 
 

Additional Standard(s): RL.11.1, RL.11.5, W.11.3, W.11.4, W.11.5, W.11.6, W.11.9, 

L.11.1, L.11.2, L.11.3 
 

Task 2 Detailed:  Character Chart 
 
From a list of chosen texts, select a literary character with whom you identify or simply 

like. You will closely examine this character by creating a chart that includes various traits.  
This analysis will help you get to know your character in order to create a “pitch” for the 

reality show.  If there is a character you really like who does not appear on the list of 
approved texts, please confer with your teacher before selecting that character for this 
assignment.  

o After reading the model text as a class, choose one character to analyze in detail. 

o Complete a chart for your chosen character, which includes all the information 

listed below. Note that you may need to infer some information from the text. 

o Full name 

o Age 

o Occupation 
o Distinguishing feature(s) - (physical) 

o Bad habit 
o Book smart / street smart 
o Relationship with family (is it good/bad) 

o Favorite memory? 
o Worst memory? 

o Life philosophy 
o One word the character would use to describe him/herself 
o One word another character would use to describe him/her 

 
o On a separate page, explain your responses by citing specific excerpts and page 

numbers from the text. Show how your character develops the story by analyzing 

how the author introduces and develops the character, and how he/she relates to 

the other characters. 

o With this information, create” Fakebook” profiles for your character. 

http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page 

 

http://www.classtools.net/fb/home/page
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Performance Task # 2 Scoring Guide 

 

4 
 

3 
 

2 
 

1 
 

 Meets all 

“Proficient” criteria, 
plus: 

 “Fakebook” profile 

is very detailed 
with pictures and 

updates that show 
the impact of the 

character on the 
development of 
the story 

 
 

 Chart contains all 

twelve required 
elements 
 

 Responses are 
accurately aligned 

with a character 
chosen from the 

selected text. 
 

 Supports each 

response with text 
evidence 

 

 Accurately 
analyzes the 

impact of the 
character on the 

story elements 
 

 Creates a  

“Fakebook” profile 
that reflects and 

elaborates on 
responses from 

charts 
 

 Demonstrates 

command of 
standard English 

grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling. 

 Meets five 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Meets fewer 

than five 
“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 

after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 

Key 
4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 
2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #2 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #2 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 

X Innovation and Creativity  
X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

❑ Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 
Performance Task # 3 

In Detail 

Power Standard(s):  W.11.3, W.11.3a, W.11.3e 
 

Additional Standard(s): W.11.4, W.11.5, W.11.9a, L.11.1, L.11.2 
 
Task 3 Detailed:  Write three journal entries. 

 
As readers, we infer a character’s traits based on the experiences and events the author 

shows us, including how the character reacts and responds. These are the “defining 
moments” for a character in a story. As writers, we must provide these experiences, 
events and reactions for our readers. 

 
You will choose three “defining moments” from the life of the character you wish to 

propose for the reality show.  At least one moment must be from the literary work the 
character is from (i.e. in Romeo’s journal, one entry could be the time he first saw Juliet).  
The other two can be of your creation (Romeo and Mercutio as boys learning to fence 

etc.) or you can create journal accounts of three events that took place in the literary work 
from the perspective of your proposed character.  You may not “BORROW” text from the 

book; if all of your events are based in the original text, you must still write about them in 
your own words.  Your journal entries should include: 
 

 Three events/experiences that “define” your character. 

 In writing, reflect on each event/experience to consider its significance to your 

character. 

 Write a journal entry for each event/experience that includes: 

o Setting out a problem or situation that engages and orients the reader 
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o Establishing a point of view 
o Introducing narrator and/or characters 
o Creating a smooth progression of experiences and events 

o Reflecting on the experiences and observations (positive/negative) 
o Reflecting on the personal significance of the event/experience  (how your 

character changed or why this defines your character) 
 

 

 

Performance Task # 3 Scoring Guide 

 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 

 Meets all 
“proficient” criteria, 

plus: 
 

 Journal entries use 
narrative 

techniques such as 
dialogue, pacing, 
and description to 

develop 
experiences, 
events and/or 

characters 
 

 

 Writes about three 
events, discussing 

the significance of 
the events to the 

selected character  
 

 Submits three 

journal entries 
 

Each journal entry  
contains:  

 a problem or 

situation that 
engages and 

orients the reader 

 a clear point of 

view 

 introduction of 

narrator and 
characters 

 a smooth 

progression of 
experiences and 

events 

 reflection on the 
positive and/or 

negative aspects 
of the 

experiences/event
s 

 Meets six 
“Proficient” 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 
than six 

“Proficient” 
criteria 

 Task to be 
repeated 

after re-
teaching 

 Comments: 
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 reflection on the 

personal  
significance of the 

narrative, including 
how it is a 
“defining moment” 

  

 Demonstrates 

command of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 

capitalization, 
punctuation, and 

spelling 

 
Key 

4 = Exceeding the Standards 

3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2= Approaching the Standards 

1= Below Standard 

 

 

 

Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #3 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #3 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  
 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 

X Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X Flexibility and Adaptability 

❑ Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 
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Performance Task # 4 

In Detail 

Power Standard(s):  W.11.3a, b, e 

 

Additional Standard(s): W.11.4, W.11.5 
 

Task 4 Detailed:  “Three Things about (insert character name here)” narrative 
  

Using the three moments you chose to “define” your character of choice from Task #3, 
write the narrative that will convince the TV producers to select him or her for their reality 
show.  

 

 Write a “personal narrative” in the voice of your character, using the three events 

explored in your three journal entries.  Remember: 
o You are selling that character so be sure that your narrative shows why he or 

she would be a good fit for a reality show. 

o Show who he or she is through your chosen events; let the producers infer. 
o Include:  

 A clear point of view 
 A smooth progression of events 
 Effective narrative techniques 

 Well-chosen details 
 A conclusion that reflects on why these events “define” your 

character. 
 

** Optional task**  Depending on time and resources available, have students film their 

narratives, cutting in any photographs or clips that help promote the character.  
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Performance Task # 4 Scoring Guide 

4 

 

3 

 

2 

 

1 

 

 Meets all  
“Proficient” 

criteria, plus: 
 

 Narrative 

connects three 
events with a 

common theme 
 

 
 

 Establishes a clear 
point of view 

 Creates a smooth 
progression of events 

 Uses effective 
narrative techniques 

 Includes well-chosen 

details 

 Provides a 

conclusion that 
reflects on the 

experiences and 
observations of the 
narrative 

 Demonstrates 
command of 

standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 

punctuation, and 
spelling. 

 Meets four of 
the Proficient 

criteria 
 

 Meets fewer 
than four of the 

Proficient 
criteria 

 

Key 
4 = Exceeding the Standards 
3= Meeting the Standards (Proficient) 

2= Approaching the Standards 
1= Below Standard 
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Interdisciplinary Connections  

Specific to Task #4 

21st Century Learning Skills 

Specific to Task #4 

  Check all those that apply for each task:  

 

❑ Teamwork and Collaboration 

❑ Initiative and Leadership 

X Curiosity and Imagination 

X Innovation and Creativity  

❑ Critical thinking and Problem Solving 

X Flexibility and Adaptability 
X Effective Oral and Written Communication 

X Accessing and Analyzing Information 

❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research-Based Effective  
Teaching Strategies 

21st Century Learning Skills 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 
❑ Identifying Similarities and Differences 

X Summarizing and Note Taking 
X Reinforcing Effort, Providing Recognition 
X Homework and Practice 

❑ Nonlinguistic Representations 
X Cooperative Learning 

X Setting Objectives, Providing Feedback 
❑ Generating and Testing Hypotheses 
X Cues, Questions, and Advance Organizers 

❑ Interdisciplinary Non-Fiction Writing 

 Check all those that apply to the unit: 

 
X Teamwork and Collaboration 

X Initiative and Leadership 
X Curiosity and Imagination 
X Innovation and Creativity  

X Critical thinking and Problem Solving 
X Flexibility and Adaptability 

X Effective Oral and Written Communication 
X Accessing and Analyzing Information 
❑ Other 

 

 

 

 

 

 



20 
 

 
. 
        Plainfield Public Schools                               ELA Curriculum                                      Grade 11 Unit 1 

 

Differentiation Strategies 
(Additional Supports + Enrichment) 

Intervention Strategies 
 

 
Additional Supports: 

 Small group instruction 

 Varied questioning strategies 

 Various organizers 

 One-on-one teacher assistance 

 Peer tutoring 

 
Enrichments for Highly Capable Students 

 More challenging and creative work 

 Independent study with higher level 

concepts and skills 

 Assign highly capable students 

independent readings; then facilitate 
peer tutoring classmates 

 Encourage creative students and/or 

strong readers to film their narrative 
for the class 

 

 Direct/ explicit instruction 

 Additional time 

 Assistive technology 

 Advance organizers 

 Accommodations for learning styles 
or multiple intelligences  

 Adjust pace of lesson/ instruction 

 Modified instruction 

 Peer tutoring 

 Parent conference 

 Involvement of Guidance or Learning 

Specialist 

 Assign shorter readings, like “Mother 

Tongue” to struggling readers. 

 Create literary circles to support 

comprehension. 

 

Specially Designed Instruction for 
Special Education Students 

Strategies for English Language 
 Learners 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate to 
skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 

lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Peer mentors 

 

 Additional time 

 Modified assignments appropriate to 
skills and ability 

 Change of pace 

 Small group work 

 Use of visuals or audio to enhance 

lessons 

 Scaffold information 

 Peer mentors 

 Give students the opportunity to draw 

the story first as a cartoon strip with 
notes and captions and dialogue in their 

first language if they prefer, prior to 
writing the story. 

 Encourage students to tell their story 

before writing it.  
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Lessons and Resources  

Grade Eleven 
Unit One 
Power Standards RL.11.2, RL.11.3, RL.11.4, W.11.3 

 

Standard: RL.11.2   

Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the 

course of the text including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex 

account. Provide an objective summary of the text. 

Learning 

Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Analyze the 

development of 

multiple themes 

throughout the text, 

including evidence 

from the text as 

support. 

Have a “close read” 

with students, asking 

them about character 

motives, struggles, and 

conflicts to help identify 

theme. 

Have students prepare 

a list of words, phrases, 

or images that recur 

throughout a text to 

prepare for a 

discussion about  

theme. 

 

3 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=

p4qME64SkxM  (a more 

sophisticated explanation of theme 

and how to find it) 

Synthesize the 

analysis of the major 

ideas in two or more 

texts in order to 

compare the 

complexity and 

depth of each text. 

Ask students to journal 

about another text 

similar to the one they 

are reading.  What 

connections do the 

texts share?  

 

3 

 

 

www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/tip

s/synthesizing.htm (various 

resources to help with synthesis) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4qME64SkxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p4qME64SkxM
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/tips/synthesizing.htm
http://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/models/tips/synthesizing.htm
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Use a range of 

textual evidence to 

support summaries 

and interpretations 

of texts (e.g., 

purpose, 

plot/subplot, central 

idea, theme). 

Present models of 

effective summaries for 

students to study 

Provide various formats 

and modes for 

summaries: 

presentation slide, 

Tweets, lists, index 

cards, limits of 25 or 50 

words, or an outline. 

Have students come up 

with an idea or theory 

about the text, then find 

ideas to support that 

idea, citing page 

numbers etc. 

2 http://www.learner.org/workshops/h

slit/session2/teaching/4ts.html (a 

few ideas on finding and recording 

textual evidence) 

http://www.mandan.k12.nd.us/lewis

clark/teachers/Garland/include/files/

documents/Double%20Entry%20Jo

urnal%20Information.pdf  (dual 

entry journals) 

Analyze and 

compare two or 

more works by the 

same author. 

 

 

Give students two 

poems or short stories 

by the same author. 

Use journals or other 

comparison worksheets 

to look for similarities in 

theme, character, 

setting etc. 

3 http://www.lapresenter.com/25%20

Graphic%20Organizers.pdf (a  PDF 

that has many worksheets and 

organizers such as Venn Diagrams, 

story circles etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.learner.org/workshops/hslit/session2/teaching/4ts.html
http://www.learner.org/workshops/hslit/session2/teaching/4ts.html
http://www.mandan.k12.nd.us/lewisclark/teachers/Garland/include/files/documents/Double%20Entry%20Journal%20Information.pdf
http://www.mandan.k12.nd.us/lewisclark/teachers/Garland/include/files/documents/Double%20Entry%20Journal%20Information.pdf
http://www.mandan.k12.nd.us/lewisclark/teachers/Garland/include/files/documents/Double%20Entry%20Journal%20Information.pdf
http://www.mandan.k12.nd.us/lewisclark/teachers/Garland/include/files/documents/Double%20Entry%20Journal%20Information.pdf
http://www.lapresenter.com/25%20Graphic%20Organizers.pdf
http://www.lapresenter.com/25%20Graphic%20Organizers.pdf
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Standard: RL.11.3   

Analyze the impact of the author’s choices regarding how to develop and relate elements of a 

story or drama. 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Analyze an author's 

choices regarding 

the development of 

literary elements in 

a story or drama 

(setting, plot, 

characterization). 

 

Check for students’ 

understanding of 

literary elements. 

Select a particular 

scene from a text 

where  literary 

elements come 

together; have 

students close read 

and discuss the literary 

elements they see and 

WHY the author may 

have chosen to 

incorporate them in 

that particular way. 

 

3 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=c6I24S72Jps (very silly rap on 

literary elements, but effective) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6I24S72Jps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c6I24S72Jps
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Analyze the impact 

of author's choices 

regarding the 

development of 

literary elements on 

the story or drama 

itself and/or the 

reader 

Provide writing and 

discussion 

opportunities for 

students to examine 

motivations of key 

characters and those 

points where their 

motivations conflict 

with those of other 

characters. Examine 

what those conflicts 

reveal about the 

characters and how 

they affect the text as a 

whole. 

Create a graphic chart 

of a plot diagram and 

ask students to 

analyze the plot for 

moments when 

characters do 

something that affects 

the plot – increase 

tension, cause change 

– in a measurable way 

Identify key elements 

in a story and have 

students change, 

remove, or otherwise 

alter some of these 

elements to 

understand how they 

function within or affect 

the story. 

3  Socratic Seminar 
Possible guiding questions: 

 How do the author’s 

choices about setting, 

character, pace  enrich the 

story? 

 How would the story 

change if the author made 

a different choice? 

 Would the 

meaning/tone/mood change 

if these elements were 

altered? 

 “Turn and Talk” - Brief partner 
discussions around specific 
questions/topics regarding 
literary elements. 
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Standard: RL.11.4   

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
words with multiple meanings or language that is particularly fresh, engaging, or beautiful.  

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Analyze text for word 

choice and how the 

use of language 

advances the plot or 

affects the tone or 

pacing of the work. 

 

 

Give students a 

photocopy of a piece of 

text; ask them to 

highlight words that help 

establish tone, mood, or 

are crucial to the plot. 

Ask them to explain 

WHY these words 

perform that function. 

Provide students with a 

list of words or phrases 

with a common theme 

left unstated; ask them 

what the words have in 

common and how that 

relates to the text from 

which they come. 

3  www.quizlet.com (for building 
and studying vocabulary) 

 https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=44NASZ0zbCQ  (a 
video on word choice and 
tone; more for teacher than 
student but can be used to 
help create a mini lesson) 

Analyze how words 

with multiple 

meanings create an 

aesthetically pleasing 

text 

Select a portion of your 

text that uses double 

meanings (you can 

Google anything).  Have  

students highlight and 

explain  double 

meanings in a portion of 

a text. For example, in 

Hamlet:  

http://shakespeare-

navigators.com/hamlet/

Pap.html 

 

3  http://www.webenglishteache
r.com/multmean.html 
(resources for multiple 
meaning words) 

 https://www.youtube.com/wat
ch?v=ZsFR_9BfFxM ( a 
video explaining multiple 
meaning words) 

 http://www.home-speech-
home.com/multiple-meaning-
words.html (list of multiple 
meaning words for high 
school.) 

 

 

 

 

http://www.quizlet.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44NASZ0zbCQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44NASZ0zbCQ
http://shakespeare-navigators.com/hamlet/Pap.html
http://shakespeare-navigators.com/hamlet/Pap.html
http://shakespeare-navigators.com/hamlet/Pap.html
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/multmean.html
http://www.webenglishteacher.com/multmean.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsFR_9BfFxM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsFR_9BfFxM
http://www.home-speech-home.com/multiple-meaning-words.html
http://www.home-speech-home.com/multiple-meaning-words.html
http://www.home-speech-home.com/multiple-meaning-words.html
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Standard: W.11.3   

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences.  
 

Learning 
Targets 

Activities / Lessons DOK 

Level  

Resources 

Formulate a real or 

imagined 

experience 

Engage and orient 

the reader by clearly 

setting out a 

situation and its 

significance. 

 

Have students read a 

diverse sampling of 

narratives similar to 

and slightly different 

from the sort you want 

them to write. 

Ask students to outline 

the plot of their current 

text, then have them 

discuss how and why 

each part logically (or 

does not) flow from 

scene to scene. 

Journal and discuss 

how favorite books and 

films began- why do 

those beginnings work? 

3 http://www.getstoried.com/3-

simple-ways-start-story/ (an article 

that can be used to get students 

started with a narrative) 

 

http://selfpublishingteam.com/6-

writing-outline-templates-and-3-

reasons-to-use-them/ (PDF outlines 

to help organize character, plot, 

POV etc.) 

http://www.getstoried.com/3-simple-ways-start-story/
http://www.getstoried.com/3-simple-ways-start-story/
http://selfpublishingteam.com/6-writing-outline-templates-and-3-reasons-to-use-them/
http://selfpublishingteam.com/6-writing-outline-templates-and-3-reasons-to-use-them/
http://selfpublishingteam.com/6-writing-outline-templates-and-3-reasons-to-use-them/
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Develop 

experiences, events, 

and/or characters by 

using effective 

narrative 

techniques. 

Incorporate well-

chosen details into 

an original 

narrative.  

Structure narratives 

with appropriate 

sequencing so they 

build toward a 

particular tone and 

outcome. 

Briefly review narrative 

elements and dialogue 

with students. 

Help students develop 

questions that not only 

portray the character’s 

physical persona, but 

also reveal the 

character’s personality 

and motivations within 

the context of the story. 

Ask students to journal 

an important day in 

their lives, then 

highlight ONLY the 

details they needed to 

tell that story in an 

interesting way. 

3 http://writetodone.com/10-easy-

ways-to-improve-your-dialogue/ 

(tips on writing dialogue) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://writetodone.com/10-easy-ways-to-improve-your-dialogue/
http://writetodone.com/10-easy-ways-to-improve-your-dialogue/
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Additional Resources 

 

 

Texts 

 

 

Short Stories 

 “The Yellow Wall Paper” by Charlotte Perkins Gillman 

 “Mother Tongue” by Amy Tan 

 “The Life You Save May Be Your Own” by Flannery O’Conner 

Novels 

 Hamlet by Shakespeare 

 The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald 
 Ethan Frome by Edith Wharton 

 

Resources 

for 

enrichment 

of texts 

 

 http://www.glencoe.com/sec/writerschoice/litlibrary/pdf/ethan_fro
me.pdf 
(High interest activities for Ethan Frome) 

 www.classzone.com (the link to the text on-line; various 
activities and enrichments for anything found in the text 
 

 http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/20/theater/hamlet-student-
instagram-videos.html?_r=0 
(an interesting article with videos to get students into Hamlet) 

 

 

Resources 

for Tasks 

 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxMR9MpWFPc 
(a brief informative video to review and understand SUMMARY) 

(TASK 1) 

 http://www.gcisd-
k12.org/cms/lib/TX01000829/Centricity/Domain/61/Literature_Ci
rcles.pdf 
(A link to literary circle sheets with a guide as to how to best use 

them) (ANY TASK) 

 http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page 
(Where students can access Fakebook) (TASK 2) 

 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKznrDT4h-w 
(This is a brief and to-the-point Fakebook tutorial) (TASK 2) 

 http://www.thomas.k12.ga.us/userfiles/479/Classes/1682/Eleme
nts%20for%20Writing%20a%20Strong%20Journal%20Entry.pdf 
(tips on writing strong journal entries) (TASK 3) 

 http://www.charlottedillon.com/characters.html 
            (a website on creating character in stories)  (TASKS 3 & 4)                       

 

 

http://www.glencoe.com/sec/writerschoice/litlibrary/pdf/ethan_frome.pdf
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/writerschoice/litlibrary/pdf/ethan_frome.pdf
http://www.classzone.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/20/theater/hamlet-student-instagram-videos.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/12/20/theater/hamlet-student-instagram-videos.html?_r=0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DxMR9MpWFPc
http://www.gcisd-k12.org/cms/lib/TX01000829/Centricity/Domain/61/Literature_Circles.pdf
http://www.gcisd-k12.org/cms/lib/TX01000829/Centricity/Domain/61/Literature_Circles.pdf
http://www.gcisd-k12.org/cms/lib/TX01000829/Centricity/Domain/61/Literature_Circles.pdf
http://www.classtools.net/FB/home-page
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wKznrDT4h-w
http://www.thomas.k12.ga.us/userfiles/479/Classes/1682/Elements%20for%20Writing%20a%20Strong%20Journal%20Entry.pdf
http://www.thomas.k12.ga.us/userfiles/479/Classes/1682/Elements%20for%20Writing%20a%20Strong%20Journal%20Entry.pdf
http://www.charlottedillon.com/characters.html

